U.S. Rep. John 
Conyers, D-Detroit, 
is facing 
accusations of 
sexual harassment. 


Conyers 
accuser: 
He hada 
meeting in 
underwear 


Todd Spangler Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


WASHINGTON - A lawyer who formerly 
worked for U.S. Rep. John Conyers, D-Detroit, 
and later ran an ethics watchdog group in the 
nation’s capital confirmed for the Free Press 
on Thursday that Conyers verbally abused 
her, criticized her appearance and once 
showed up to a meeting in his underwear. 

Melanie Sloan, a well-known Washington 
lawyer who for three years in the 1990s 
worked as Democratic counsel on the House 
Judiciary Committee, where Conyers remains 
the ranking Democrat, told the Free Press 
that Conyers constantly berated her, scream- 
ing at her and firing her and then rehiring her 
several times. 

She said he criticized her for not wearing 
stockings on at least one occasion. On anoth- 
er, she said he ordered her backstage from a 
committee field hearing on crime she had or- 
ganized in New York City to babysit one of his 
children. Sloan made clear that she did not 
feel she had ever been sexually harassed, but 
that she felt “mistreated by this guy.” 

‘Tm no shrinking violet,” said Sloan, who 
went on to become the executive director for 
the watchdog group Citizens for Responsibil- 
ity and Ethics in Washington and later to 
open Triumph Strategy, a public affairs firm 
specializing in crisis response. “His constant 
stream of abuse was difficult to handle and it 
was certainly damaging to my self-respect 
and self-esteem.” 

“It made me increasingly anxious and de- 
pressed about going to work every day. And 
there was no way to fix it. There was no mech- 
anism I could use, no person I could go to,” she 
said. 


Lions fumble 


away another 


chance to change history 


Shawn Windsor 
Columnist 

Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


They were flat. Or uninspired. Or distracted by 
the prospect of a relative shoving cranberry sauce in 
their face Thursday night. 

Happy Thanksgiving, folks! 

Whatever it was, the Lions were missing some- 
thing — again, and this time it cost them a lot more 
than a football game. Hope you didn’t dry out the 
turkey while you watched your Lions lose to the Vik- 
ings, 30-23, on Thursday afternoon at Ford Field. 


GUARD 


Because the tastiest gravy in the country can’t mask 
this mess. 

For the first time in a while, on a national holiday 
stage they’ve helped build, the Lions had a chance to 
change its playoff history, a chance to change the 
sorry narrative that’s dogged this franchise for so 
many decades. 

Instead, they left us with a dilemma, as in: Which 
play best describes the Lions’ ineptitude? 

To recount: 

There was the touchdown pass to Kyle Rudolph, 
the Vikings tight end. Wide open in the corner of the 


See WINDSOR, Page 5A 
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AMERICA’S THANKSGIVING PARADE 


PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK 


Parade-goers, runners celebrate the Preps 


holiday with early breakfast, family, fun 


take on 
anthem 
protests 


In Mich., demonstrations 
lead to benchings, transfers 


Carlos Monarrez and Brandon Folsom 
Detroit Free Press and Special to the Detroit Free Press 


Michael Lynn III suffered a bruised heart 
this season while playing quarterback for the 
Lansing Catholic High School football team. 
In the same game, against Ionia, he also suf- 
fered a torn trachea. 

Lynn was briefly hospitalized. He recov- 
ered and returned to lead his team to the play- 
offs. 

But there are other wounds, which run 
much deeper, that are still there for Lynn. The 
hurt lingers in his voice. The pain is obvious. 


Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan presents the key to the city to Santa Claus during the 91st Lynn isn’t the only one. At high schools 
America’s Thanksgiving Parade on Thursday on Woodward Avenue. JUNFU HAN/DFP throughout Michigan this football season, the 


Turkey Day 


issue of protesting during the national an- 
them has deeply affected many players, 
coaches, administrators and fans. 

A Free Press survey sent to 771 of the 
state’s athletic directors revealed that 92% of 
respondents (179 of 184) were not in favor of 
high school athletes protesting during the an- 


© 
them, and 74% (95 of 128) said prep football 
players were only protesting because NFL 


Robert Allen Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK 


players were doing it. 

Although just five of the responding ADs 
said one of their school’s players knelt during 
the anthem, schools remained keenly aware 


or 22 years, Brad Stewart has joined friends and family at America’s of the issue and have wrestled with how to 
Thanksgiving Parade in Detroit, where he makes burritos and keeps ea 
people warm on a handmade, heated bench. XFrom a small propane See ANTHEM, Page 8A 

grill, he feeds breakfast to some runners from the Turkey Trot, others who | 


stop by, and — every year — a priest from a nearby church. “It’s just good 
tradition,” said Stewart, 50, of the Washington-Romeo area, standing by the 
bench Thursday morning at Woodward and the Fisher Service Drive, where 


about 15 people joined him. 


The Michigan High School 
Athletic Association has no 
official rule for whether 
players should stand during 


See CONYERS, Page 3A See PARADE, Page 7A the national anthem. 
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ULTRA LOW MILEAGE LEASE FO 
PARTICIPANT. 


TAX, TITLE, LICENSE AND DEALER FEES EXTRA. No security deposit required. 
Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 32,500 miles. At participating dealers only. 


BUICK.COM 


'Buick received the highest numerical score among mass market brands in the J.D. Power 2014-2015, 2017 U.S. Customer Service Index (CSI) Studies. 2017 study based on 70,342 total responses, measuring customer satisfaction with dealer and non-dealer service among 19 mass market brands during 


the first 3 years of ownership, surveyed October-December 2016. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. 


2MUST BE A CURRENT GM LESSEE THROUGH ALLY, US BANK OR GM FINANCIAL. Payments are for a 2017 Buick Encore Preferred with an MSRP of $25,290. 39 monthly payments total 


$7,956. Payments may be higher in some states. Option to purchase at lease end for an amount to be determined at lease signing. GM Financial must approve lease. Take delivery by 11/30/17. Mileage charge of $.25/mile over 32,500 miles. Lessee pays for maintenance, excess wear and a disposition 
fee of $495 or less at end of lease. Not available with some other offers. Residency restrictions apply. ©2017 General Motors. All rights reserved. Buick® Encore® 
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